Milford Borough Council Meeting Minutes 11/16/21

The Milford Borough Council met on Tuesday November 16, 2021 at 6pm in the Borough Hall. This meeting was advertised and open to the public. Present were President Frank Tarquinio, Vice President Adriane Wendell, Council Members Rob Ciervo, Joseph Dooley, Peter Cooney, Maria Farrell, George Lutfy Treasurer Greg Myer, Solicitor Anthony Magnotta and Secretary Laurie DiGeso. Mayor Sean Strub was not present. Meeting was called to order by Frank Tarquinio followed by Roll call and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion to adopt the agenda with the addition of an executive session on personnel at the end of the meeting and to move the Planning Commission’s recommendation to the top of the meeting by Wendell/Dooley AIF. 
Planning Commission recommendation to approve a land development application on 201 East Harford Street for the Harford Inn-Attorney John Stieh gave a quick presentation to the Council on behalf of the applicant. There are 5 acceptable conditions noted and accepted (attached) Motion to approve by Lutfy/Wendell AIF.
Motion to adopt minutes from 10/12, 10/19, and 10/28 by Lutfy /Ciervo AIF.  
Public Comment: None
Treasurer’s Report: Current year and delinquent taxes combined-$29,000 more than budgeted to collect. Real Estate transfer tax $60,000 more than budgeted. Cooney- So we are up in revenue by how much? Myer- $89,000. This includes Covid Relief funds as well. Cooney- still have 6 weeks left. Will we still have a surplus? Myer- Still should have a surplus but not very large. Cooney- How much EIT collected? Myer- Berkheimer has not remitted any to us yet. Motion to accept the treasurer’s report by Dooley/Wendell AIF.
[bookmark: _Hlk89678865]Sewage report: Nothing to report
Zoning Report: Nothing to report
Shade Tree: working with MEC and West Harford Project. 6 compromised trees were removed and billed at 50%. All funds collected. Reminder that as of January, property owners will be billed 100% of the cost to remove trees.
MEC: Nothing to Report
ARB: No quorum last meeting. Tabled applications to December meeting. Resignation of Peggie McKiernan and Mike Arizan. Motion to accept by Lutfy/Ciervo AIF.
David Lender and Megan Strub letters of interest submitted. Tarquinio- we could appoint until the new ordinance. Dooley read the requirements of ARB membership. Motion to appoint until update in ordinance by Dooley/Ciervo AIF. 
Special Events: None

New Business:
Budget 2022: 2022 Budget Resolution to fix the 2022 tax rate. Motion to adopt Resolution 2021-20 for 2022 and fix tax rate to 43.1 mils. By Dooley/Lutfy, Cooney not in favor.
Parking During Elections: Motion to approve a resolution prohibiting parking for more than one hour on W. Catharine Street starting at Gooseberry Alley for 100 feet on both sides of the street during elections and one day prior by Lutfy/Dooley. Cooney not in favor.
Permits for public demonstrations: Motion to advertise to adopt an ordinance and to adopt a resolution to place in Borough Code, vote to adopt at next meeting by Wendell/Farrell. Cooney- Not in favor.
Garage Heaters: Heaters in DPW garage not working. Tarquinio approved as an emergency. Motion to agree to approve $6300 for two new heaters by Ciervo/Lutfy. AIF.
Paving Peach Alley: Motion to approve $4300 to pave Peach Alley where UGI stops paving to Third Street by Ciervo/Wendell AIF.
Allocation of Funds for wayfaring signage: Motion to apply $15,000 of multimodal grant funds to grant for signage by Wendell/Ciervo AIF.
Insurance Funds for Police vehicle: Motion to accept insurance settlement for Police car by Dooley/Lutfy. AIF
Purchase of Police Vehicle: Motion to allow Chief McCormack or Mayor Strub to approve the purchase of 2 vehicles up to a total maximum amount of $51,000 each by Dooley/Ciervo. Cooney not in favor.
Meeting date change: Motion to approve changing the December meeting date from 12/21 to 12/14 by Wendell/Lutfy AIF.
Old Business:
Selection of Design Guide Consultant: There were three proposals to review the Design Guide for the HARB. Easton Associates was selected by the committee. Motion to approve a resolution to appoint Easton Associates of NY to work on the design guide by Farrell/Dooley. AIF.
Mayor’s Report: Nothing to report
Committee Reports:
Law/Zoning- Ordinance Amendment section 312-11 and 312 Attachment 2 schedule. Motion to advertise ordinance for public hearing at next Borough Council Meeting by Wendell/Lutfy. AIF.
Insurance/Finance- Lutfy- still shopping around for insurance carriers. Will look more in the new year.
Streets/Lights- West Harford Street Project will work on some lighting bids with the grant funds.
Communications: Tarquinio- should start our own list serve for emergency notifications. Laurie will work with George to look into some more options.
Parks and Recreation: Cameras installed in 3 of 4 locations in the parks. Police will be shown how to access them once completed.
Borough Property: Will look into getting the chimney cleaned. Also look at the thermostat in the Police Department.
Appointments: Zoning Hearing Board opening. Motion to accept resignation of Art Zeroulias by Lutfy/Dooley. AIF.
Grants Committee: Heidi Braun, Eileen Smith, Maria Farrell, and Barbara Tarquinio attended training in Wilkes Barre. 
Correspondence: DEP letter regarding 537 plan. 10 items needed to be worked on and updated. Still in the process. 
Public Comment: Tarquinio- Thank you to Adriane for many years of service to the Borough. Also, thank you to Rob Ciervo for several years of service as well. Also want to thank all those who ran for office. Thank you, Borough Council. It was a privilege and honor to work with all of you. Thank you to the committees and volunteers. Thank you to Billy Rosado for helping to restore and rebuild a lot of the Borough. Thank you to the residents and thank you to Pike County.
Dooley- Thank you for all your service, professionalism and friendliness.
Rich Provenzano- Is it possible to move the electronic speed sign to 7th Street? Chief McCormack- yes, we will move it.
Fred Weber- HRG- if there is a meeting will it be open to the public? Tarquinio- we will try to do that. What did you think of the letter at the Township meeting last night? Magnotta- sent letter to HRG stating that they should schedule meeting with stake holders on how they would address comments from DEP.  Weber- cost of project 12 million- 6million for the Borough. Application made for $12 million? Tarquinio- called several places- cannot make an application until you have an approved 537 plan. Weber- concerned about HRG saying cost could change. Also, glad to see the repair of Peach Alley. Would like to see you do the same for Plum Alley
Bob DiLorenzo- Sewage report- Received a letter from Council person Wendell regarding septic permits for 101 Elizabeth Street. Will Whitehead approved sewage at 101 Elizabeth Street during a conditional use application. We are going to need a new pump tank- water table is too high. Wendell- needs to be inspected by Will Whitehead.
Motion to Adjourn to Executive Session regarding personnel.
Adjourned 
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